[Pleural covering method of polyglycolic acid felt with sodium alginate water solution for prevention of postoperative pulmonary fistula].
Sodium alginate is the main ingredient of the seaweed, and its water solution has moderate viscosity. The areas of the pleural defect and around the suture line were covered with polyglycolic acid felt by using 5% sodium alginate water solution in 41 patients who underwent pulmonary resection from November 2006 to April 2007. 28 patients were lung cancer, 6 patients were pulmonary metastasis, and 7 patients were pneumothorax. The duration of the postoperative air leakage was 0.7 days on average. Neither side effect nor complication was observed. This method is cheap, safe, and effective for prevention for postoperative pulmonary fistula.